Me and My Daddy Listen to Bob Marley by Ann Pancake                 Reading Assignment
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Before you read any of the stories in the Me and My Daddy Listen to Bob Marley collection (2015) take a moment explore the Ann Pancake Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence website at https://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/pancake/; click on the critical essay about Pancake “Appalachia and the Natural World: Language and Art in the Writing of Ann Pancake,” located at the Teaching Resources link.  What were the events and happenings in Pancake’s life and her experiences that likely would affect style and ideas in her writing? To get a clear sense about mountaintop removal (MTR), peruse the Earth Justice website about WV activists Larry Gibson of Kayford Mountain and Julia “Judy” Bonds and her daughter who became the inspiration for Ann Pancake’s characters Lace and Bant See, protagonists of Strange as this Weather Has Been, the 2023 WV Common Read book. These images will give you a sense of verisimilitude and a more profound understanding of Pancake’s work: https://earthjustice.org/article/kayford-mountain-prettiest-lady-i-ve-ever-seen.  
Hope and loss are singular themes in Pancake’s 2015 collection of stories and novellas, taking its title from the final story Me and My Daddy Listen to Bob Marley. Bone Dowser was to have been the original title of the collection, and in some ways it aptly expresses what Pancake does with these stories: she strips life clean to its core, to the bone, to reveal insights, epiphanies and memorable characters, using rich and original language that stays with us long after the book has been set aside. The collection is framed by the two important stories, “In Such Light” (1) and “Me and My Daddy Listen to Bob Marley” (265). In between are first-rate stories that reveal Pancake’s ability to follow a family tragedy through the perceptions of a child as in “Mousekill” (71), to unfold company greed that uses up its workers and casts them aside as easily as shoving off the guts of a mountain into valleys and streams or shoving aside families from land they’ve owned for generations as in “Arsonists” (97) or to portray a story like “Dog Song” (117), that is essentially a metaphor for the negative perceptions and disdain outsiders have for Appalachians.  In this latter story, the protagonist Matley is different but not bad, certainly not “no-count.”  Still, he is viewed as a freak, a nuisance, and the butt of jokes by the outsiders who build their fine homes on the sides of the mountain, by the leaf-lookers who ride the train in the fall, and even by many who live in the community.  Matley collects all the lost and unwanted mongrels on the ridge, and when the residents of new mountainside community, Oaken Acre Estates, complain, the dogs mysteriously begin to disappear. As the community increasingly disdains the eyesore associated with Matley’s dogs, what do you believe is the real eyesore in the story? What does “The Following” (155) tell you about Appalachians’ relationship with the natural world, with the land? How does this story relate to “Sab” (255)? How does the final story in the collection, “Me and My Daddy Listen to Bob Marley” (265) reveal both “loss and hope”? Finally, what is the epiphany that Janie finds at the conclusion of “In Such Light” (1)? Do you believe these stories reveal more “loss” than “hope”?
